
From: MTD, Managing Dir., Legal Services
To: File
Date: December 17, 2025
Subj: Chart visualizing policies' impacts on different populations

The consequences of the new federal immigration policies issued within the past 2 weeks are 
wide and deep.  The following is a representation of the consequences of the new policies for 
different populations as of this date.

* THE "19" Travel Ban Countries are Afghanistan, Burma, Burundi, Chad, Rep. of Congo, Cuba, 
Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Haiti, Iran, Laos, Libya, Sierra Leone, Somalia, Sudan, Togo, 
Turkmenistan, Venezuela, and Yemen.  More may be added to the list in the near future.

** The new “20” Travel Ban Countries are a full ban on nationals from Laos, Sierra Leone, 
Burkina Faso, Mali, Niger, South Sudan and Syria.  15 new countries are facing partial 
restrictions: Angola, Antigua and Barbuda, Benin, Cote d’Ivoire, Dominica, Gabon, The Gambia, 
Malawi, Mauritania, Nigeria, Senegal, Tanzania, Tonga, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  The 
announcement also applies travel limitations on individuals holding Palestinian Authority-issued 
travel documents

*** No policy or procedural details given

POPULATION TRAVEL IMPACT REVIEWS & 
REINTERVIEWS

OTHER 
CONSEQUENCES

All Populations & 
Applications

• USCIS will use 
country-specific facts 
and circumstances as 
"negative factors" 
when processing 
applications for 
nationals of certain 
nations

• Processing delays for 
applications impacted 
by new policies are 
"necessary and 
appropriate."

Citizens and 
Nationals of the 
original “19” 
Travel Ban 
Countries as of 
June 9, 2025*

Full Travel Ban for:
Afghanistan, Chad, 
Republic of the 
Congo, Equatorial 
Guinea, Eritrea, 
Haiti, Iran, Libya, 
Myanmar (Burma), 
Somalia, Sudan, 
Yemen

Partial Travel Ban 
for:
Burundi, Cuba, 
Laos, Sierra 
Leone, Togo, 
Turkmenistan, and 
Venezuela.

Note: 1/1/26 
Individuals may be 
flagged based on 
nationality, country 
of birth, or 
citizenship-by-
investment, not just 
current passport.  

If date of arrival in the US 
is after 1/20/2021:

• All approved benefits 
will be reviewed 
(Green Cards, 
Naturalizations, 
Travel Documents, 
etc.)

• In 90 days, a priority 
list of cases & 
individuals to be 
reviewed and 
reinterviewed will be 
released

For all – regardless of 
arrival date:

• In 90 days, a priority 
list of cases & 
individuals to be 
reviewed and 
reinterviewed will be 
released

For all – regardless of 
arrival date:

• All immigration 
applications halted 
indefinitely

• US will move to 
deport those deemed 
to be “non-compatible 
with Western 
Civilization"**

• 1/1/26 Family-based 
immigration cases are 
explicitly no longer 
broadly exempt and 
are now subject to the 
same scrutiny as 
other benefit types. 

• 1/1/26 - Limited 
exceptions:

o Replacement 
green cards 
and citizenship 
documents. 

o Initial asylum 
work 
authorization 
(EADs) under 
court-
mandated 
timelines. 

• 1/1/26 - Processing 
times for affected 
cases are now  
indefinite.

Citizens and 
Nationals of the 
additional “20” 
Travel Ban 
Countries as of 
December 16, 
2025**
including those 
of the 
"Palestinian 
Authority."

Full Travel Ban for:
Laos, Sierra 
Leone, Burkina 
Faso, Mali, Niger, 
South Sudan and 
Syria

Partial Travel Ban 
for:
Angola, Antigua 
and Barbuda, 
Benin, Cote 
d’Ivoire, Dominica, 
Gabon, The 
Gambia, Malawi, 
Mauritania, 
Nigeria, Senegal, 
Tanzania, Tonga, 
Zambia and 
Zimbabwe

Note: 1/1/26 
Individuals may be 
flagged based on 
nationality, country 
of birth, or 
citizenship-by-
investment, not just 
current passport.  

1/1/2026 Policy 
PM-602-0194.  Conduct 
a comprehensive re-
review of approved 
benefit requests that 
were approved on or 
after January 20, 2021.

• 1/1/26 - Places a hold 
on all immigration 
applications 
regardless of entry 
date

• 1/1/26 Family-based 
immigration cases are 
explicitly no longer 
broadly exempt and 
are now subject to the 
same scrutiny as 
other benefit types. 

• 1/1/26 - Limited 
exceptions:

o Replacement 
green cards 
and citizenship 
documents. 

o Initial asylum 
work 
authorization 
(EADs) under 
court-
mandated 
timelines.

• Processing times for 
affected cases are 
now indefinite.

 

SIVs (Special 
Immigrant Visa 
Holders)

Before December 
16, 2025: SIVs had 
a categorical 
exemption for the 
travel ban.

December 16, 
2025:
Removed from 
travel ban 
categorical 
exception list

Now subject to 
same rules and 
travel bans as 
others from same 
nation.

• All application and 
visa processing halted

• Deadline to file for 
COM Approval is 
December 31, 2025

Refugees & 
Derivatives

If date of arrival in the US 
is after 1/20/2021:

• All refugee status 
designations & 
approved benefits to 
be reviewed and 
reinterviewed

• All will be required to 
relitigate status as 
refugee at time of 
admission

• In 90 days, a priority 
list of cases & 
individuals to be 
reviewed and 
reinterviewed will be 
released

If date of arrival in the US 
is after 1/20/2021:

• May attempt to 
terminate refugee 
status as a result of 
the review

• Include with review 
any & all grounds for 
inadmissibility or 
removability

Asylum Seekers • All application 
processing halted at 
USCIS. 

• May or may not 
include cases in 
immigration court

Ukrainians • Applications for re-
parole still being 
processed

TPS Holders • Haitians, 
Venezuelans, 
others subject 
to the Travel 
Ban as listed

• Program Termination 
Dates:

o Haitian TPS - 
02/03/2026

o Venezuelan 
TPS - 
10/2/2026

o Ethiopian TPS 
- 02/13/2026

Family 
Reunification 
Program 
Terminated

• Individuals 
subject to 
travel ban as 
listed

• Family Reunification 
Parole (FRP) 
programs for nationals 
of Colombia, Cuba, 
Ecuador, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Haiti, & 
Honduras terminated. 
Parole will return to 
case-by-case review

Naturalized 
Citizens of the 
USA

• Move to revoke 
naturalization and 
remove naturalized 
citizens “who 
undermine domestic 
tranquility."***


